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^ SLl' i 191-6 ) 

V^/brabV^^PROCLAMATION BY THE PRESIDENT. 

^^'^^^^^•It is meet that, as a people who acknowledge the supre- 
1^5" n ^^^y ^^ ^^^ living God, we should be ever mindful of our 
dependence on Him ; should remember that to Him* alone 
^ can we trust for our deliverance ; that to Him is due de- 

vout thankfulness ibr the signal mercies bestowed on us, and 
that by prayer alone can we hope to secure tiie continued 
manifestation of that protecting care which has hitherto 
shielded us in the midst of trials and dangers: : , 

In obedience to His precepts, we have from time to time 
been gathered together with prayers and thanksgiving, and 
He has been graciously pleased to hear our supplications, 
and to grant abundant exhibitions of His favor to our ar- 
mies and our people. Through many contiicts we have now 
attained a place among the nations wjjich commands their 
respect; and to the enemies who encompass us around and 
seek our destruction, the Lord of Hosts lias ogain taught 
the lesson of His in?jpiro<l word, that the battle is not tt> 
the strong, but to whomsoever He willeth to exait. 

Again our entMny, with loud boasting of the power of 
their armed men and mailed ships, threaten. r^s vv*ith subju- 
gation, and with evil machinations seek, even in our own 
homes and at our own iiresides, to pervert our mc^n servants 
and our maid servants into accomplices of tlieir wicked de- 
signs. 

Under these circumstances, it is n.y privilege to invite 
you once more to meet together and to prostrate yourselves 
in humble supplicaifion to Him who has been our constant 
and never failing support in the past, and to whose protec- 
tion and guidance we trust for the future. 

To this end I, Jeflerson Davis, President of the Confed- 
erate States of Americn, do issue this, my proclamation, 
setting apart Friday, the twenty-seventh day of March, as a 
day of lasting, humiliation and prayer, and 1 do invite the 
people of the said iStates to repair on that day to their usual 
places of public xyoi-ship, and to join in prayer to Almighty 
God that He will continue His merciful protection over 
our cause, that He will scatter .our enemies and set at 
naught their evil designs, that He will graciously restore to 
ourbeloTcd country the blessings of ]>eaceand security. 

In faith whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at\the 
city of Richmond, on the twenty-seventh day of February, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-three. JEFFEUtr^ON DAVIS. 

By the President : 
J. P. Benjamin, Secretary of State. 



•^ SERMON. 

AnJ behold a throne was set in Heaven, ami one sat on the throne. And he 
that s.it was to look upon Hke n janper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow 
round about ihe throne, in sight like auto an Einei'a.\d,"—Bevelaiion, 4th chap. 2, ^ 

It should not surprise us that the New Testament canon, 
like that of the Old, closes with prophecy, which spans in- 
deed the whole arch of human history. Springing from the 
bosom of the iirst promise wTiich broke upon the despair of 
man after the full, it spread the bow of liope over forty cen- 
turies until the appearance of the woman's seed. From 
the Redeemer's cross, as a new salient point, it again over- 
leaps intervening ages till in the glories of the second 
advent, history siiall reach its consummation, and time itself 
shall be no more. John, the last of the JHebrevv seers, is 
accordingly shut out from men to see visions of God, in the 
isle of Patmos. Through a series of prophetic symbols, he 
depicts the fortunes of the church, her final triumph, and 
the destruction with which her adversaries shall be consum- 
ed. The book of Revelation therefore affords a rude out- 
line of the history of mankind ; so far, at least, as this i& 
implicated in the progress of the church. Antecedent how- 
^^yer to these <lisclosures, a view is first afforded of God up- 
m his throne, invested with awful majesty and power. A 
.door was opened in iieaven ; and behold, a throne and one 
fleated upon it, whom the entranced Prophet is not permit- 
ted t,o describe save under the allegorical symbols of the 
iasperand the^sardine stone. These represent those Di- 
vine perfections, which are conspicuously illustrated in the 
rovernment of the Universe : the blood-red color of the 
sardine symbolizing that retributive justice, which vindi- 
cates the majesty of the Divine law through the punish-* 
ment of the transgressor — and the jasper, clear as crystal, 
as appropriately typifying the matchless purity and holiness 
of God, which is his glory. 

But the most remarkable feature in thts-scene is "the rain- 
bow round about the throne," with its predominant green 
HO refreshing to the eye, '''in sight like unto an Emerald." 
This symbol, purely historical in its character, admits a more 
certain interpretation than the two which preceded. You 
remember that after the deluge God set his bow in the 
clouds, a sign of^the covenant into' which he had entered 
Avith Noah, the feecond father of our race, and a seal of the 
|>romise that he would not again destroy the Earth, with a 
Jlood. ProiH that day, the rainbow has been recognized as 
the einblem of mercy, and of rnercy returning after judg- 
ment. The import of this remarkable vision is therefore 
easily deduced. Before opening the seals and sounding the 
trumpets in which the who\e liv^luxe ^SlV^\\\\^\.\^^\<^^:s. ^K^x^^i- 
yifteacc is implicitly couta\ued,t,\ieY^o^\v^t\^ ^^^^^\.^^i^- 



22 

hold Jeho^h as a God of law, yet ruling in mercy ; — seat- 
ed indeed upon the thfone aod displaying the symbols of 
his righteous supremacy, yet ruling beneuth the sign of the 
coyeoant which pledges to... iinfulnum his compassion and 
his grace. It is therefore mt a government of naked and 
absolute law which John is commissioned to unfold ; but 
of law as it is tempered by grace ; and we utterly fail to 
understand the dealings of God with the human race, if \ve 
overlook either of the two elements of justice and of grace, 
which enter as factors in the whole economy of Providence. 
No topic seems to me, my Hearers, more appropriate to 
the solemnities of this national fast than this commingling 
of mercy with judgment in the administration of God's 

Jovernment over men : atopic full of consolation in the 
arknessof the present hour, whose timely exhibition may 
perhaps serve to check those extreme tind despondent fears 
which a too exclusive view of our sintulness as a people 
cannot fail to arouse. But as the comfort it may impart 
depends upon our eon\nction of its truth, I must be allowed 
to establish it as a doctrine, before' attempting to infer the 
support which it brings to our young and struggling nation. 
1- In the Jirsl place thcn^ it is ijivolvcd in the iirimai'y fact that 
ChkPs Rjyecial jmrpose in the creaiion of ma7t is to iUvstratc 
tJirough him the riches of his grace. 

It were idle to conjecture how many orders of intelligi- 
gent beings God may have created, to inhabit the innumer- 
able worlds which science reveals to us distributed through 
the immensity of "spajje. Nor, were this even known, were 
we furnished with*" information of the conditions under 
which they Ha'C, nor of the modifications of the one eternal 
law by which it is adapted to their peculiar characters and 
circumstances. Such speculations are as unnecessary as 
they are rash. The scriptures plainlj^ reveal the existence of 
two distinct classes of created beings, and sufficiently un- 
fold the purposes they subserve in the comprehensive 
economy of the Divine government. The destiny of angels 
stands closely associated with the honor which God 
secures to himself through the administraHon of sim- 
ple law, while the history of man equally developes the rich- 
es of the Divine love and grace. In regard to tiie former, 
there is no room for mistake. I need not remind you that 
law consists essentially of two parts — the precept which 
guides, and the penalty which binds. The precept corner, 
first in the order of thousfht, and with its unerring fingei- 
points out the course which it becomes the creature to pur- 
sue. It states with infallible precision the relation of the 
subject to the law-quiver and the claims of the latter upon the 
service, worship and love of the former. Then follows the 
penalty, as the exponent of the Divine authority, and binds 
these duties upon the conscience. T\Ae two c\\wi\oX Vi^ ^v>\v 
arated without J<»>hoying our very couce\n\in\ o^ \^\n'. \^vn\ 
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]f the penalty be removed, the precept degenerates at onee 
into nuere counsel or advice : or if the precept be withdrawn^. 
the penalty sinks down into a blind and arbitrary threat 
It is the union of the two which constitutes the formal na- 
tu re of law. Now precisely corresponding with this dis- 
tinction in the law itself, ^e have two classes of angels, 
whose wholedestiny Is respectively linked to one or the other 
uf these two elements. TheHoly angels, who passed success- 
fully through their period of probation and are nowcour 
firmed indefectibly in blessedness forever, illustrate the glo- 
ries of the law as these are reflected through a sinless and 
perfect obe(lience of the precept ; while the fallen angels, 
who first raised the standard of revolt in Heaven and were 
hurled from their several thrones into the abyss of hell, 
shall forever illustrate the terrors of that curse which is de- 
nounced against transgression. The whole history, both of 
the oiie class and of the other, is an eternal exposition of 
the law, practically exemplyfying the results both of obe- 
dience and of sin. No purpose was ever formed in the 
counsels of God for the restoration of such as are fallen ; 
no sacrifice ever smoked upon the divine altar for the expia- 
tion of their guilt ; no offer of pardon even solicited them 
to the exercise of repentance : no Divine spirit everbreathr 
ed upon them in their trespasatej^d sins, quickening them 
into life : but ^'having left theMMJiyiabitation, they arejre- 
served in everlasting chains^ JlB^arkness, to the judg- 
ment of the great day." jtaStm^ 

A sufficient exemplificatidpflirog once made of the majes- 
ty and glory of naked, and absolute law, the infinite God 
w^as under no necessity of repeating Himself; and a very 
different purpose is accordingly disclosed in the creation and 
history of mankind. The superscription over this dispensa- 
tion is Love : "for God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son that; whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish but have everlasting life ;" and the song of the 
redeemed forever in Heaven is chanted "unto Him that 
loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood." 
The whole record, as begun in time and continued through- 
out the ages of the future, is a record of infinite and sover- 
eign love. As through a dispensation of mere law over 
the angels, God discovered to the universe his holiness, jus- 
tice, and truth, so by his method of grace towards man he 
opeHvS the treasures of his infinite heart, disclosing the 
deptiis of his tenderness, his boundlefes compassion, his in- 
conceivable mercy and grace. It is therefore a more inte- 
rior display of the Divine perfections than had before been. 
made — the climax to that revelation of his power and God- 
head which was written on the frame of nature, and the 
complement of that which was engraved on the tables of 
the law. "The mystery. V7\\\c\\ ^tom ^LV^\i^^\5l\s^:w^ <^V ^^ 
world had been hid in Gro4,'' \ft HQ^ \«n^^^^% ^^Xa^^^^^c^ 
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tent that now unto the principalities, and powers in heav- 
enly places might be known, by the church, the inaivifold 
wisdom of pod." All the arrangements therefore in the 
creation of. man look, to the evolution of this stupendous 
Tliethod of grace. For example, the human race was not fash- 
ioned in the mass, asweretheang^s; nor thrown, like them, 
upon an individual probation, to stand or fall each lor him- 
self alone : but was slowly developed in the lapse of years 
from a single parent stock — the first Adam being the pre- 
cursor and type of the second Adam, the Lord from Heav- 
en, who should restore the ruin effected by his dismal fall. . 
Mysterious too as was the introduction of sin, a problem 
utterly insoluble by human wisdom, yet as a cardinal and 
admitted fact it is, in a broad and comprehensive view, the 
necessary antecedent of that grace which shall iook upon the 
suffering and lost, and device the method of their recovery. 
It form's no part of my purpose to particularize the details 
of this wonderful scheme ; but only to signalize the gener- 
al fact that this world was built as the theatre of grace, and 
man was created that in his destiny it might be unfolded. 
Let it be borne in mind that grace, like law, must have an 
historical outworking. In the fortunes of angels law work- 
ed out its results, the supremacy and righteousness of God 
became substantive facts, and actual portions of the history 
of the Universe : so Grod will not content himself with the 
mere exposition of his grace as a' silent and dormant perfec- 
tion of bis nature. Like his holiness and his truth, grace must 
be wrought ouu as a potential and substantive lact ; only 
thus can it be kneeded and pressed into the Divine admin- 
istration, and become equally with justice an element of his 
government. The mighty architect by whom this principle 
, ' was elaborated in the forge of his own dreadrul passion and 
bloody death, was the LonI Jesus Christ. By an obedience 
grander in its proportions than the aggregate obedience of 
all the creatures, he vindicated the law's injured majesty ; 
whilst through his vicarious endurance of the penalty, he 
brings out the teudorcst aflection, of the father as a God of 
love. In the final application ot this grace once historically 
developed, both angels and men are brought together 
in OQe glorious body, over which Christ presides as tiie 
head — the high-priest of their worship, gathering their 
praise into his golden censer and waving it hefore the eter- 
nal throne. Henceforth it is an integral principle of the 
Divine government, seated by the side of law in its admin- 
istration both in Heaven and on Earth — and God shall rule 
forever over the redeemed, not simply as a king over his 
subjects, but as a father over his sons. If then the prima- 
• ry design of God in the creation of man be the revelation 
of his grace, surely this grace must interpenetrate his en- 
t/re history. The record may vindicate the s\v\3\^Vv\acy of 
law, but of law as it is tenipered by mercy. We ^\^^ ^\V^ 
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upon the throne may be to look upon like a jiwjper and «' 
sardiiae stohe ; but he will sit and riwgn beneath the sign^f 
the ennerald rainbow. 

2. The'union of mercy with judgment in the government 
of this world, is rtiore deterniinately proved by the fact . 
that the whole aJministrcUion of Providence Is siyecially cammitled. 
by the Father to his son ^ Jesus Christ. No utterance o^' the 
Pulpit can be more timely and impressive in th§ ears of this 
young nation now strwggling into birth than the testimony 
that God has laid the government of this world upon the 
shoulders of his Son, whom therefore it becomes us to re- 
cognize as our sovereign and Lord. The fatal error of out- 
fathers, in totally ignoring the existence and supremacy of 
God in the great act of incorporation by which the several 
States of the old American Union -were linked together in ^ 
a common nationality, has been partially retrieved in the 
new C/onstitution of our own Confederacy. Thanks be to 
God for the grace given to our rulers in i*eceding from the 
perilous atheism of our forefathers ! and the heart of this 
christian people throbbed with unutterable joy, when at 
length the nation as such found its God, and wrought the 
recognition of his being and providence into its orginic and 
fundamental law. May he who is ever jealous for his own 
glory look with favor upon our repentant confession of his 
name, and cover us beneath the wings of his protecting 
care ! But, my Hearers, the whole truth has not yet been 
acknowledged even by us. This national confession fails to 
define whether the God whom we invoke be •'Jehovah Jove 
or Lord, — whether the God of the Pantheist, the Pagan, 
the Christian, or the Deist. It does nof cover the mighty 
truth that the king, whose footsteps are seen in all the 
grand murcli of iiistory, is God in Christ — ruling the world 
by the double right of creation and redemption, by the 
Father's grasitand by the purchase of his own blood." Cer- 
tain it is, no government will ever prove stable which de- 
nies the authoriny of this "blessed and only Potentate, the 
king of kings nud Lord of Lords." •-•'l^h^ lessons of the 
past are lost upon us, if we fail to discover* in the revolu- 
tions of Earth the voice of him who says, **I will ovprturn, 
overturn, overturn ic, and it shall be no more, until Ke 
come whose right it is, and I \w\\\ give it him." It is ours 
to take this young nation as it passes through its baptism of 
blood, and to seal its loyalty ta Christ at the altar of God. 
He, *Mnjder whose feet all things are placed" as '*the Head 
over all," He it is who *'*ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it to whomsover He will" : and little as Statesmen 
may reck of it. He will break the nations with a rod of iron 
until His supremacy be acknowledged, antl the kingdoms cf 
this world consent to "become the kingdoms of our Loird 
and of His Christ." 

Thifs claim of the Siwlot to muxex^t^ ^^otc^^v^xv^vs.x^'vN^^ 
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A«ierted in the sacred vol«n»e: and as it is a truth which fife- 
sire the christian people ^f this land to lay upon their con- 
science, permit me now to adduce only a few of its most 
pointed testimonies. In the solemn hour of Christ's depar- 
ture into Heaven, while yet His sacred feet pressed the 
Mount of Olives, and before the clouds received him out of 
the sight of his disciples, he bases the commission of bis 
church, the great charter under which all her immunities 
are held, upon the Father's grant toiiim of absolute do- 
minion : *'all power is given unto me in Heaven and in 
Earth — go ye therefore and teach all nations." Matt. 28 : 
IS, 19. Prior .to this, in one of his discussions with the 
cavilling Jews who sought to kill because as they said "he 
made himself equal with God,'' he reasserts his supremacy 
as the necessary consequent upon his Divinity : '*for the 
Father Judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment 
unto the Son ; that all men should honor the Son even as 
they honor the father, as the . father hath life in himself, so 
hath he given to the Son to have life in himself: and hath 
given him authority to execute judgment also, because he 
is the Son of nian." John 5 : 22, 27. So too in his pray- 
er of intercesjsion uttered Just before his crucifixion, He 
challenges thi» right immediately at His Father^s hands : 
"as thou hast given him power over all flesh." John 17 : 2. 
The inspired J^aal doctrinally affirms this claim in the most 
explicit language, in several of his epistles : as in Ephesians 
1 ; 20, 23, "and set h^m at his own right hand in the heav- 
enly places, far above ^^ pi-incipality and power and might 
and dominion and every name that is named, not only in 
this world, butalsointhat which is to come ; and hath put all 
things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 
things to the church." And in PhilUppians 2:-9, 11, "where- 
fore also God hath highly exalted him and given him a name 
which is above every name ; that at the name of Jesus every 

• knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth ; and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus i^. the Lord to the glory of God tl:e 
father." 

Nor is the prophetic record of the Old Testament silent 
upon this point : for Daniel testifies, "I saw in. the night 
visions, and behold one like the Son- of man came with the 
clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and 
they brought him near before iiitn — and there was given 
him dominion and glory, and a kingdom that all people, na- 
tions and langunges should serve him ; his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom that which shall not bo destroyed" : '*and the king- 
dom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom un- 
der the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the 
saints of the Most High, whose kingdom \% ^w evevl-Astia^ 

kingdom, and all dominions shall serve au^ oW^ \iv\xvr 



Daii. 7 : 13, 14, 27. The evangblical Iisaiah/tbo, liftif op the 
voice of the ancient church : "unto u& a'chitdid bdrn, unto 
us a Son is given, and the government shall be upon his 
shoulders ; and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, the Mi«:hty God. the Everlasting Father, the Prince 
of peaee- Of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne ef .David and upon 
hiskinofdom to order it, and to establish it with judgment 
and with justice, from henceforth even forever." liak. 9 : 6, 
7. • ' 

It is moreover not a little significant of Christ'* supre- 
macy over the earth, that in the great assize, when the 
throne shall be set upon the clouds nnd the books jshall be 
opened, it is He who shall sit and jndge both the quick and 
the dead : ''for God hath appointed a day in \Vhich he will 
judge the world in righteousness, by that rhan tvhom he 
hath ordained ; whereof he hath given afturanceWftall men 
in that he hath raised from the dead." Acts 17 : 31. Fi- 
nally the lonely Seer of Patmos turns his telesrCCfpic gaze 
into the heavens and reveals the grand Assiimbly in their 
solemn worship around the throne : *'aud the number of 
them was ten thousand times ten thousaQd and thousands of 
thousands, and every creature which is /In heaven and on 
the earth, and under the earth, and such os are in the sea^ 
heard I singing, blessing and honor and glory and »ower be 
unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
forever and ever." Rev. 5: 11, 13. Such is theisestimony 
rolling up in one grand volume Yio*! the Scriptures of God 
to this Headship of Christ over the nattons. The ancient 
bards of the church with inspired ecstn:cy wokufhe proph- 
etic harp to this song. Its music flii^ats n\i6n the air 
through the whole night of the pi-eparatioli, till Apostles catch 
and swell the strain with kindred and responsive notes. The 
church, *'with songs and choral symphonies." bears the an- 
them on until it breaks at the foot of the judffment throne : 
and its dyin": echoes are caught up into lieavon. the aisles 
of vrhose vast cathedral ring with the pc^an of triumph, 
**th9 kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall roi*rn forever and 
ever." It is a truth full of refreshment ro rlsr nious that 
the government of this world is not m tin* Imnfls of **the 
unknown God," under the admini^tr.-jiioM of voMl rmd in- 
flexible law ; but in the Ijands of God Vu (Miiisr, \v!iO rules 
not only as the creator but as the restorv-r. T'm .-rjuie hands 
which uphold the frame of the Universe* nve :iiso Mrotched 
in peaceful benedictions over the guilty and the lost. The 
whole scheme of Providonoe is committed to Wuw who once 
bowed his head in anguish under the load of hunvan woe. 
The clouds which seem black with wrath 'v\«» IW'^ ^-k^s^ 
Hround the seat of steru av\A \\wyv\<?'A\\\x\w '-yvAXv,^.. v^\s^. Kxvc^^ 
with a softer hue as they cwrUxvA tW Wwwy v^^. q\\\ \xcwvs>»xx- 
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uel, God with us : who moves the vast machinery of his 
Providence in subordination to that plan of grace which he 
once died to execute, but now lives forever to administer. 
So then **we are not without law to God, but under the 
law to Ghrist." The Lamb is in the midst of the throne : 
therefore it is encircled by the bovv of the covenant, ''in 
sight like unto an Emerald." 

'^3. This truth receives its Jincd co7]firmatioa from the institution 
of the church, and the relation she sustains as the guardian of the 
State. The mediatorial kingdom of Christ, it I may so ex- 
press myself, extends in a double direction and may be 
viewed under a twofold aspect. Its more immediate juris- 
diction is over the visible church, a society drawn together 
out of the world and in which the heirs of glory are trained 
for heaven and happiness hereafter. Over and within this \ 
church, Christ presides with a supreme and exclusive au- 
* thority. In his legislative power, he enacts every law by 
which she is to be governed ; in his Executive authority, 
he appoints the officers f6r the administration of the same, 
and calls and qualifies them for the discharge of their high 
andsolemn functions; in his priestly jurisdiction, he institutes 
her ordinances of worship ; and in the supremacy of his 
Headship, grants the charter by which all her privileges and 
and rights are held. In tliis pure theocracy, the mediator 
alone is king : and they itre guilty of flagrant usurpation 
who exercise any other power but that which is simply 
ministerial and declaratiye. No earthly guide has any func- 
tion but to expound a written constitution, and by spiritual 
discipline to enforcd obiSence to a spiritual and unseen 
ruler. But in order to extend the domain of this church 
until she shall embrace all nations within her pale, the 
Mediator wields that wider authority presented in the fore- 
going section — ^'angels ^arrd authorities and powers being 
made subject unto him." Hence Christ himself as we have 
seen predicates the commission of the church upon the fact 
that "all power was given to him in heaven and in earth" : 
and the Apostle testifiesVi:hat "We is made He^id over all 
things to the church" ; Which, as his body and fullness, sus- 
tains a more intimate and peculiar relation to himself. 

Now thiS'Churcb, from the very design of her founder as 
the depository of his grace and the school for the spiritual 
training of his people, must prove the conservator and 
guardian of the world lying without her pale : and in the 
economy of Providence, the righteous are found intermin- 
gled in all the relations of life with the wicked, v^ho are 
often spared the judgments which they have incurred by 
reason of this connexion. Thus even guilty Sodom, the 
cry of whose wickedness had gone up to heaven, would 
/lave escaped tha ve?}geance of brimstone and of fire, had 
ten righteoas persons been found in her ; aud t\\\ow^\ tVv'i 
fvant of only these ten righteous, ''t\ie smoV^e ot Wie e,om\- 
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try went up before the eyes of Abraham "as the smoke of 
a farriace." All history moreover attests this guardianship 
of the church over the State: for the records of ancient 
and modern times w-ill be searched in vain for a single in- 
stance in which a nation has been destroyed, holding in her 
bosom a pure and uncorrupted church. She is the aalt of 
the earth, tiie light of the .world : and so long as with sound 
doctrine, and a pure worship, and uncontaminated ordinan- 
ces,she fulfils the mission to which she is appointed, just 
' so long will the nation which enshrines and protects her be 
sheltered from destruction. The casket is preserved for the 
jewel it contains : and thus in every age the church of God 
has proved tlie Palladium of the State, the guardian of its 
honor and its life. The Hebrew nation, for example, was 
kept intact so long as to it '^pertained the adoption and the 
covenants, and the service of Gfod and tlie promises" : but 
from the moment the church was withdrawn from its em- 
brace and sent forth upon her grand- itinerancy over the 
globe, its nationality was destroyed and they became a peo- 
ple "peeled and scattered." Not only so : but through long 
centuries the proud Empires of the East revolved around 
this small but important Taation, as satellites around theit 
primary : and the sole clue guiding us through the mazes 
of their history u furnished in the rehition they sustained 
to that ancient and venerable church. What is still more re- 
markable, not a single nation which once showed. kindness 
to the people and church of God has been suffered wholly 
to perish from the earth ; wliilst every Power that lifted it- 
self to persecute Israel has gone down a mournful wreck 
beneath the waves, leaving scarcely a trace of its existence 
behind. Egypt, which once cradled the infant church amid 
the bulrushes of her own sacred Nile, is still extant among 
the nations : and Persia, which opened the two-leaved gates 
and struck off the fetters from captive Israel, has been pre- 
served amidst the throeo of revolutions and the convulsion 
of Empires to this very hour. And who shall say that, ef- 
fete as they now seem to be, both these kingdoms may not 
be reserved by the,. God of the ch«rcb». because of ancient 
kindness shown to her, to play some distinguished part in 
the unfolding history of the future ? But where is Syria, 
which once cRallenged Jehovah as the God of the hills and 
defied his power to protect Israel upon the plains ? and 
where is Assyria, which led forth the tribes to hopeless cap- 
tivity and bondage ? And where is Babylon with her pal- 
aces and hanging gardens, once the wonder of the world, 
under whose tyranny the daughters of Zion were compelled 
to hang their harps upon the willows and refused to sing 
the Lord's song in a strange land ? These mighty king- 
doms, whose wars of conquest once filled the pages of the 
world's history, have sunk into such utter oblivion^ tUat 
but for the fragmentaiy ivot\(^e^ ol ^«wi ^\eJwiSxsv^Vx^ ''Cfe* 
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records of the church berwjlf they would now be lost to the 
kuowledge oi nmDkiiid, as though they had never been. 

These are portentous facta which a cultivated statesman- 
ship will be compelled one day to recognize and gather hints 
for its own guidance. For doubtless if in modern days 
the Prophet stood, as of old, by the side of the historian, 
with an inspired interpretation of passing events, we 
should see now as then that the State lives in the purpose . 
of God for the sake of the church, and under the protecting 
shield of her covenant achieves its destiny. With the key 
furnished in the books of the Old Testament, we cannot fail 
to see that all history is but an exposition of Providence, as 
Providence is the interpretation of history. They are the 
two poles of the same truth : Providence aside from history 
is a blind enigma — history apait frou) Providence is a sense- 
less fable. Both find their solution in God's purposes of 
grace as unfolded through the church : and He who guides 

. the fortunes of that church sways over the world a sceptre 
of love — **jusiice and judgment are the habitation of his 
throne," but '*mercy and truth go also before his face.'' 

I arrest here all doctrinal discussion, reserving space i'or 
the application of this established truth to the circumstancs 
in which, as a people, we now stand before God. Can we 
determine whether the sufierings of our beloved land fall 
upon it in the way of penal judgment or of paternal dis- 
cipline? Upon the dark backfcground of the cloud which 
now hangs so low and dranohes it with sorrow and with 
blood, can we discover the sign of the rainbow, the emblem 
of mercy and of hopi* 1 To these questions, I will return 
the long-pondered nud oteeply cherished convictions of my 
own heart : and may God help me this day '*to speak com- 
fortabVy to Jerusalem, and cry unto her that her warfare is 
accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned, and that she 
shall receive of the Lord's hand double for all her sins" ! 

1. In the forefront then of all I have to say, I reoogni^v 
in the schism uhlch htm rent axumlcf the American j^ojile ojtly tf 
7iew application of the lav: by which God has earmore governed f 
tlie world; that of' hrvalittg in two a nation which has grown too 
strong for its virtue, in ordtt to Us preMrvatitm and cwitinyance. 
The charge of rebellio^u, so clamorously hurled against us 
by our former political associates, is sufficiently grotesque ; 
considering that: among the first principles laid down by 
their fathers and by ours, it was clearly announced that 
"governments derive their just powers from the consent of 
the governed" — and that "whenever any form of govern- 
ment becomes dr'stnicH.ye 9\ the ends for which it was in- 
stituted, it is the rights of t^e people to alter or abolish it 
and to institute ;•. new giM^erument, laying its foundation on 
such princii^k'^. jui 0!:gj^l2ibg its powers in such form, m 
to them shall >^ vin moflf likely to aflect their safety and 

happineafu^' Tu- Phii<';sophic hiatorian, when he shall come 
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to write the histoiy of our times, will not be able to sup- 
press a derisive smile, as he suggests that such a charge, 
coining firom such a source against thos6 who only.sought 
to '^dissolve tjhe political bands which connected them with 
another people," vacates the veiy principle Upen which 
the lirst American revolution was justified before the world* 
and convicts these parties of the very guilt they attempt to 
fasten upon us — and perhaps constructs a safe plea for Eng- 
land, if she should so please, to resume her rightful sway 
over a people wlio now confess the fatal sin of revolution- 
ary sires. Upon this however it does not become me here 
to dwell. I base the vindication of the South upon a far 
older record than the Declaration of 1776, and assert her 
rights under a more authoritative charter than the Feder- 
al compact. I affirm then that in the organic law under 
which human governments were constituted by Grod, not , 
consolidation but separation is recognized as the regulative and 
determining principle. If we ascend the stream of history 
to its source, we shall discover God dividing the earth be- 
tween the sons of Noah, "every one after his tongue, after 
their families, in their nations" ; and with such remarkable 
precision that to this day we can trace "the bounds'of their 
habitations," even as they were originally appointed. In- 
deed, the outspreading landscape of all history is embraced 
within the camera of Noah's brief prophecy ; showing how 
from the beginning God not only distributed them upon the 
face of the earth, but impressed upon each branch the type 
ot character fitting it for its mission ; Shem, as the conser- 
vator of religious truth ; Japhet, as the organ of human 
civilization ; and Ham as the dr^trfge, upon whom rested 
the doom of perpetual servitude. Let it be observed, 
moreover, that the first public and recorded crime of Post- 
diluvian history was the attempt to thwart Gt>d's revealed 
purpose of separation, and to construct upon the plains of 
Shinar a consolidated Empire whose colossal magnitude 
should overshadow the Earth. "Go to," said they, "let us 
build us a city,and a tower whose top may reach unto heaven; 
and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon 
the face of the whole Earth." The insane enterprize was 
only checked by the immediate intervention of Jeliovah, 
breOfking the unity of human speech, and thus separating 
the conspirators by the most impassable of all barriers. The 
explanation of all this lies upon the face of the story. 
Having covenanted with'Noah that he would not a second 
time destroy mankind with a deluge, Ood must restrain hu- 
man depravity that it may not rise again to the gigantic 
proportions of the Antediluvians* This is done by the in- 
stitution of oivil government ; the germ of which was plan- 
ted in the Death penalty, "whoso sheddeth man's blood, by 
man sbnU shall his blood be shed," and that human ma^i»- 
tracy might prove a more effdctvve i^U^vayi xv^^w ^\^^- 
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ness, tlie race is distributed into sections, each livring nnder 

its own constitution, government and laws. These comnm- 
rii'ties in their turn, check and restrain each other : and at 
has been by balancing nation against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, that God has held under a measure of 
restraint the super-abounding wiqkedness of the world. 

When therefore we are aspersed befoie the tribunal of 
nations as *'rebels" against the Federal Government, I leave 
the Statesman to lay his hand upon the great instruments 
drawn up by our forefathers and from tliem to justify 
the South ; but I ascend to that fundamental law, by which 

^ in the first organization of society God constituted civil 
government, and say that this law of separation is that "law 
of nature and of nature's God which entitles us to assume 
a separate and equal station among the powers of the 
Earth/' 

There are but two ^restrictions, so fai'asi am aware, upon 
the practical assertion of this abstract right. The first is, 
that old political ties shall not be sundered without cause ; 
for the perils of revolution are not to be encountered, nor 
are the foundations o' civil order to be broken up, at the . 
bidding of mere caprice. The second is, that no people 
shall adventure the hazards of a separate nationality, wl^ch 
does not possess within itself the elemenrs of national great- 
ness and strength : for the law of 'dfstribution established 
by God was never intended to break the race into frag- 
ments that should be incapable of government and self de- 
fense. As to the former of these,- the South is prepared to 
carry her cause, with au unshrinking conscience, before any 
tribunal human or divitie. As to the latter, slie is now pa- 
tiently upon her probation and will bide her time, I trust, 
witliout the quivering of a nerve, until her vacant seat is 
filled in the Congress of nations. With a broad land diver- 
sified by almost every variet) of climate and soil, and rich 
in all the products which man needs for sustenance a^ well 

* as in those great staples, which must yet control the com- 
merce of the world, and with a race as heroic and enduring 
as ever took upon its^pear the guage of battle, the South 
will not cower beneath the hardships by which a truly his- 
toric people proves itself worthy of a truly historic mis- 
sion. 

It is thus seen to have been the established policy of the 
Divine administration, from the fii-st constitution of civil 
society, to govern tlieworld by & balancing of power among 
the nations, through which a reciprocal restraint is exer- 
cised by them all. The same principle is further illustratfid 
in his ordinary discipline over single States, thwarting the 
tendency to centralii^oci which builds up massive and colossal 
empires. Through all time, nations have been formed first 
bjr agglutinsktiouy and then by separation. In their oiigi- 

nal weakoess, the most heterogeneous elements are cam- 
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bined, and held together by the pressure of necessity ; but 
in the lapse of time, concealed differences spring up which 
no political chemistry can make permanently to coalesce. 
No man, for example, can read the debates under which the . 
tlie American Constitution was framed, without the convic- 
tion, that from the beginning two nations were in the womb 
— differing widely from each other in their social institu- 
tions, in their views of government, and in the very type of ' 
their civilization. The period of gestation might be long, 
but the time must arrive when they should come to the 
'birth. Thus, by natural cleavage, a n)ation is often divided 
into two, whenever the mechanical pressure of an outside 
necessity becomes too full to resist the separating force be- 
tween the discordant parts within. Not only so :• history 
mournfully attests how rapidly a nation may outgrow its 
virtue ; until, corrupted by its own aggrandizement, it ceases 
to be a minister. of God for good, and becomes a terror and 
a scourge to all mankind. In this.evetit, but ond alterna- 
tive presents itself : either to let the bloateii maiss alone, 
until like the Roman empire, it falls to pieces through its 
own decay; or, by a timely rupture, to weaken its power 
and set the dismembered parts upon a n6w career of virtue 
and of life. In this view, the rupture ot this once great 
American nation is anythihg else than a public calamity. 
It had grown too gre^t to be good. Tlife prize of political 
ambition was too large for the virtue of our statesmen ; and 
God in his mercy has Sundered it in twain, as the only me- , 
thod short of a miracle! by which to save it from utter ruin, 
^nd allow another golden opportupi^y to fulfill; the high 
mission undertaken by our fatliers.*^ "" . 

Casting my eyes upon the map of this continent, I con- 
fess to you my amazement at the egotism and folly which 
but a little while since I shared with all of my countrymen, 
in supposing that one nation could be virtuous enough to 
control such a territory. Already we had stretched our 
hands from sea to sea, and the whole boundless continent 
was in the grasp of our thought. Surely only the most 
overweening self love could have deluded us into thio hope 
that such a domain could ever be the heritage of a single 
people. We have sinned against God in the idolatry of our 
history. We have looked out from our palaces and towers 
and said, *' Is not this great Babylon that we have built for 
the house of the kingdom, by the might of our power and 
for the honor of our majesty." God has severely yet mer- 
cifully chastened ttiis ambition ; and for one, I s^jcept this 
great schism as the opening of a new career ; and Pjfay Qpd . 
that the foundations of our public virtue may be laid deep 
in a sense of dependence upon his overruling provid^ce 
and gracfe. 

2. We make our appeals to Him who rules beiimth the ratn&(yM^^<titw 
tJi»groundf thaty TowcAing tfciTccmlro^ef 8yl)erluien^»m fwA^yvKt J^^x 

3 



34 

we ar£ hlametcss. Our sins and the sins of our people before 
the God of heaven we sincerely confess and bewail ; acknow- 
ledging that " unto us, to our kings and to our princes be- 
longeth confusion of face, as at this day." But, touching 
thoae who have drawn out the sword and are pursuing us 
with slaughter and with fire, our protect is in the language 
oi the Apostle, " We have wronged no man, we have de- 
frauiiBd.rio man." Th,rQUgh the five and eighty years of 
ouruaited history, we have never broken the covenant 

4Sw;ora.fQru8 by our fathers; though a partial and unjust 
legislip.tion has discriniinated against us, turning the pro- 
ddcts of our fields into their coffers, and draining our wealth^ 

^ tp build up the palaces of their merchant princes — not for 

* causeif.like these. have we dissolved the bonds of political 
alliance with them ; though a furious fanaticism has, through 
fortjr years, assailed oyr social organization, and threatened 
to light th^ fires of insurfectipn in ouj- very homes ; though 
the ban of iexcom'munication has been pronounced against 
us sitting side by side with them in the church of God, and 
they have industriously kindled against us the resentment 
of the civilized world for that which was originally fasten- 
ed upon ua through their cupidity alone : yet have we met 
this storm of rebuke and blasphemy only with cool argu- 
ment and with written protests. Not until the last mo- 
ment, when a seictional party elected upon a sectiopal plat- 

* £c(nii avowed the purj)08e, by the power of legal majorities, 
to overthrow the entire framework of our society, did the 
South arisp to acquit herself of the outrage meditated 
against her own posterity. And what at last is the crime ' 
for which we are now hunted* as the partridge upon the 
mountainst aiid are libelled as rebels and traitors before the 
world? Only the crime of a peaceful withdrawal from 
those who would not agree to walk with us in the faith and 
according to the covenants of our fathers. This absolutely 
is ** the head and front of our offending ;" that as Abra- 
ham said to Lot, so we have said to them, ** Let there be 
no sl^fct I pi'ay thee, between me and thee, and between my 
herdmen and thy heriim^n— separate thyself from me: if 
thou wilt take the left band, then I will go to the right ; or if 
t^ou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left." 
We. have never envied 'their prosperity, nor coveted their 

, possessions ; we have never \yasted their soil, nor pillaged 

their homes; but, standing upon our own hearth and by 

the side of our own» altars, we have poured forth the best 

blood of Qur land in defense simply of liberty and life. 

Never did a people en tier upon war with greater reluctance 

than our own ; and, firmly as they prosecute it, when forc- 

S ■ ei Upon their acceptaiice, never would a people more gladly 

^aathe the swprd and re.turn once more to the pursuits of 

J^^tiee. ^bougb our .towns smouldering in ashes, our ci- 

ti^ trodden oy the 'heel of the oppieasotV ^^w^ q>\x 
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dismantled homes and pillaged fields ; though the graves of 
our martyred sons, and the silent grief which^ sits updo 
every shaded hearthstone, all make their mute appeals to ti» 
for retaliatory vengeance ; still, vnth the festering tiiemox^ 
of a thousand wrongs which cannot be breathed even in 
whispers to the ear, this people w^ould, before God, hail' the 
kindly dove which should bear to them the olive branch xif 
a safe and honorable peace. This is our pleading befofe 
Itim who reads the secrets of alThearts, and wto cannofl/e 
(teceived by the mere protestations of the lips. Separated 
from the North by the recollection of wrongs, which cati- 
not be forgotten so long as memory and tradition shall lait , 
—separated by a sea of blood, which now rolls its deep, 
broad flood between the two — separated by the tombs of 
our dead, rising ifp like a breastwork of defense around this 
consecrated land — separated, most of all, henceforth and 
forever b)'' the decree of God worke<} out in solid and ini- 
p'erishable fact, the dream of reconstruction cherished by 
our foes is dissipated before the high resolve of our people 
as the mountain mist is dissolved before the morning sun. 
But a just peace, drawing after it the blessings of life, lib- 
erty and happiness, is the boon for which we daily pray b^- 
lore Him whose merciful prerogative it is to su(*cor the op- 
pressed and to bring the tyrant low. 

3. / derive cnnaohifimi farther from the marled interpositions 
of God in our favor ^ during the present struggle ; coupled with 
his frequent dLwppoinnnent of some of our re^isonahlc expecta'^ 
tions, 'I'he stress of the argument lies in the intersectioB 
of these two correlated facts. O^je^T the most remarka- 
ble features of this war hns beei/ the' utter failure in the 
prognostications of some of our most sagacious statesmeii. 
Calculations bu^ed upon the most settled . principles 6i j^b- , 
litical economy, or founded upon the largest diplomatic e^t- 
perience, have f;lllon to the ground; hopes antecedently 
the most reasouiihle, timi» has more or less completely shown 
to be fallacious. It was thought by many, in the outset, that 
the revolution would be accomplished without unsheathing 
the sword or spilling one drop of ^Oijpan blood.' " The ex- 
pectation was on(^ to whidi the civilization, not' to* say the 
religion, of the age should have responded. Then it wiis , 
urged that cotton would assert its vaunted supremacy, irad 
the embargo upon our ports would bririg the world^arf sui- 
tors to our door. Then, that European jealousy of'Arae- 
rican expansion would seize the oc^/asion for the humiliation 
of a hated rival, by the immediate recognition of tjie dis- 
membered fragment of that proud empire. Then it was 
whispered that French sympathy arid the Napoleonic policy 
would bring the expected intervention, and ct}mraerce once 
more find its healthful circulation through on r'unsealed har- 
bors. When all these failed, men turned their eyes jxRO^ 
our foes them»elves,. and multefcedL^^Xve^ c.t^t?j ^^»^js3Ss9^/&^ 
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the North will tumble of itself, and the West take reprisals 
upon the greedy East by the assertion of its own indepen- 
dence. Then, that in the stoppage of all trade, the hungry 
mob would turn upon the guilty administration by which 
it was deceived, which should experience the fate of Acteon 
and be eaten by its own Jiounds. Then, that in the scram- 
ble for political ascendancy, the overslaughed Democracy of 
the North would raise the banner of peace, and beneath its 
graceful folds ride again into power. All, all of them gen- 
uine Vaticinations of "what seemed a trustworthy oracle; 
but all remaining to be fulfilled in the dim, uncertain fu- 
ture ; or else silenced under the frown of the grim, relent- 
less fanaticism which, like the Hindoo Siva, rules that land 
as the destroyer. . 

Here, then, is one class of facts which, taken by them- 
selves, would seem to infer that we are deserted of God — 
given over tu feed upon the wind, lured on by false hopes 
to be snared in a more fatal ruin. But over against these 
lie the Irequent and wonderful interpositions ot Providence 
in our behalf, which have wrung the testimony even from 
scepticism itself,. " the Lord is our helper — we will not fear 
what man .shall do unto us." Consicler, if you will, the 
strange and sudden unanimity of our people, the instnnt 
• merging of all party feuds when this great issue was de- 
clared. ' Consider the spirit of madness and folly which fdl 
uporx our foes in proclaiming war, when a wise forbearance 
would have drawn a cordon around the seven seceding States. 
but which precipitated six others into our embrace and 
bared Virginia's noble Olheast to meet the scars and shock of 
battle. Consider the character of the rulers, military and 
civil, whom God has appointed to shape the destinies of 
this new Kepublic; and the execution upon our enemies of 
his heaviest judgment against a people, in giving *' child- 
ren to be their princes and babes to rule over them." • Con- 
sider, too, the confusion in the camps of our enemies, the 
rapid suspension of their Generals, the collision between 
rival chiefs upon the threshold of important movements, and 
most of all, the del«\ys which have embarrassed their ad- 
vance, when a sudden dash would have placinl in their pos- 
session the very keys of our Southern coast. Consider the 
uniform success of our arms in all tlie pitched battles of a 
two years' campaign, and in which the destiny of this young 
nation trembled in the balance — and how these brilliant 
victories have come out of the thickest glooni, and rolled 
back the despair which was beginning to settle upon the 
hearts even of the brave. Over and beyond all, consider the 
outpouring of God's spirit and the revival of true religion 
^ in the camps of our soldiery, and the conversion of such 
inwltitudes to the faith of Jesus. But to recount these 
Providential joterpositions would bc^ to imt^ \ksA details of 
fivr long apd ^«n^flfc>tnigg^e» ftoTp^ tt\^ ^\^%^ ^^ ^W\^X \^, 
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the second great triimiph upon the banks of the Rappahan- 
nock.' Placing yourselves, then, upon the crest of these 
contrary, yet overlapping facts, what inference can a pious 
faith deduce other than this, that God is now disciplinini^^ 
us for a career of renown ? In all the disappointment of 
our mo^t reasonable and cherished expectations, he scenes 
but the more to charge himself with our defense. I cher- 
ish the" conviction, with all the tenacity of a religious be- 
lief, that God is about to vindicate the supremacy of his 
own power in the establishment of our independence. And 
it seems to me most fitting, that at the precise juncture 
when he introduces a balance of power upon this Western 
Continent, he should renew the salutary lesson taught by 
aU history, that "the Most high ruleth in the kingdom of 
men, and giveth it to whomsoever he;will." 

4. The North cannot succeed in its enterprise against the 
South, except throvgh the yerpetration of a' double crime without 
a parallel in the annals of the tvorld* I call that a double 
crime which involves the extermination both of the white 
and of the b|ack race now upon the soil. The alternative 
is often submitted to the mind, in the event of defeat, of*,: 
subjugation or extermination, but practically they shade in- i^^'^l 
j^to eacli other. Unless I have mistaken the temper of our 
people, they have definitively made up their minds to be de- 
stroyed sooner than be conquered. Their resolution' and 
courage have risen steadil}^ with the magnitude of the strug- 
gle; and I cannot concieve of such a race^as consenting to 
wear the yoke of bondage. The coniJict will be waged 
even against the conquerors, in the fastnesses of the moun-« 
tain or in the recesses of the forest, until the last defender 
shall sleep in a martyr's grave. 

But, setting this vi'ew aside as too extreme, have we duly 
considered what is involved* iii the milder term, subjuga- 
tion? This war is but the culmination of a parliamentary 
conflict, protracted ah'eady through more than forty years ; 
a conflict in which the spirit of agrarianism has entered up- 
on the fearful struggle with the spirit jf order and of law. 
When it shall triumph, its victory will be celebrated amid 
orgies, over which the devils mioht afford to blush. When ,. 
the guillotine and sword grow too weary for their work, 
confiscation and exile will conie with their merciful relief. 
The banished sons of the South will wander in poverty ovnr 
the earth, whilst their vacant lands invite a horde of agra- 
rian settlers from the lean and rocky glebe of the North- 
man. The Vandal and the Hun will swarm again upon the 
fair plains of Italy : and, in our geiieration, the proud and 
gallant racewhich now lifts ks crest beneath our Southern 
skies will have melted like a drift of snow, and not*a stone 
will mark the place of its burial. Yes, turn it over qa ^^vx 
will, defeat meani exterm\uat\oT\» wxi\ >3^\, ^w,^ % n'iV^'^^^ 
ft cornea ir^ th^ fflqvclw Qf X\^^ \i^\X\^-^^J^, ^\^\^ ^^ ^^'^^'^ 
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love to tall ; or in tlio Mow consumption which wastes an 
exiled people, when proscription and banishment have spil- 
led them hoth to perish on a foreign soil. For my own 
part, I prefer not to live if my country be not free. Let us 
hold it firmly before our eyes — ^let us flaunt it in the face of 
our foes, that their success can only be achieved through a 
deed of blood such as never yet has stained the page of hu- 
man history. A nation has prepared itself for martyrdom. 
But what shall l)e said of the other branch of this alter- 
nate crime V If the experience of the past teaches an)*- 
thing with certainty, it is the fact that, except in the con- 
dition of servitude, an inferior race cannot be interminirled 
with a superior, without annihilation. Under our patri- 
archal system, the descendants of Ham have thriven in the 
midst of us, expanding in a couple of centuries from a few 
thousands to four nifllions. Their destiny is involved in 
ours. The morbid philanthropy of the North, which un- 
derlies this whole contest as its provoking cause, can work 
out no other result to them than absolute destruction^ The • 
foretaste of this is found in the heartless cruelty which al- 
ready gives to such as are captured only the liberty to fight. 
Marshalled into ranks, they are made the breastwork of 
defense around rheir white allies ; and the bayonet and the. 
sword aj'e ex[>ected to solve the problem of what shall boi 
done with a race who must not be slaves and who cannot 
be freemen. 'Alas, for them ! when their protectors, shall 
lie beneath the sod, and a hard, grinding, utilitarian race 
shall become the^ masters ol the soil ! If the fate of the 
red man be itat the»s, borne upon the flood of white im- 
migration till they are buried in the waters of the Gulf, the 
slow decay of Mexican peonage will steal upon them by the 
inch, until the triple scourge of indolence, disease and vice 
shall sweep them from the earth. My Hearers, whatever 
may be the comph^xfon of our ])olitical guilt, drawing up- 
on our heads the consuming vengeance of heaven, what 
have these poor sheep done, that these butchers should drive 
them to the slaughter, and make the earth reel beneath the 
weight of this .stupendous crime V I confess to you that if 
this be the fate t)f the African, I am at a loss to un(U'r8tand 
the meaning of that Provitlence which brought him to our 
shores, and made liim thus a member of the household of 
faith ; and I feel that He who rules the earth beneath the .< 
emerald rainbow will forefend this doom of the slave, by 'j 
the preservatiorj of the master, who, under divine appoint- 
ment, stands his guardian and his friend. It was said with j 
great power by my brother who preceded me this morning,- 
that in this Southern land thir church of God had never 
been permitted to corrupt the truth committed to her care. 
I feel the consolation of that suggestive utterance, for I 
have already argued that a pure church is as the ark of jGI-od 
in the bosom of a nation. But I a.4\viwcfc w^ %t^^ turther^ 
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and auk, whether four millions of;h«atlien in the. arms of 
this Sliuthern church to be evangelissed autl saved may not 
be held as a pledge from the God of A^chUfch, tliat the- 
land shall be spared in vvliich tlioso lif»th<4i dwell, initil 
that church shall fultill its work in traiuiiig'. tluMii for the 
kingdom of glory /' It is not reserved to this day, so near 
the promised milleuium, to burden the record of human 
history with a two-fold crime, whLttii jnaketh the ears of* 
him that heareth it to tingle. 

5. Finally^ our cause is prc'cniutanthi the cause of (sSbd him" . 
self, and every blow struck by us is in defense of His svpremacy. ! 
A thought so solemn should be uttered with due moderation 
of language, but not in language tamely beneath the nj^p.- 
jesty of the fact. This causeless and wicked war, on <^th'e 
part of our foes, is born simply of opposition ;to God and 
his kingly supremacy over the earth* Abojd and- infidel 
fanaticism has assumed to sit in judgment upon the Divine 
administration. Ignorant ot those checks and balances by 
which God governs the universe, it proposes its puny re- 
forms to "rectify the glaring defects it has .di»aovered in the 
whole economy of Providence. Bounding the patien.ce of 
the Deity by the measures of their own .forbearance, they 
allow nothing for the scope of' that intinik) wisdom which 
sets evil over against evil in this fallen world, and works 
out the results of a grand probation. Ja a Single instant, 
and by a predetermined, human theory, the whole machin- 
ery of justice and law must be re^idjusted, or tire universe 
will be laid in ruins at his feet. It is tlwv old story of the 
vain mortal who undertook to guid« xbe^a-riot of the sun. 
This it is, my Hearers, which lends such awful sanctity to 
our war, that the prerogatives and rights of the Divine 
Ruler of the world are distinctly implicated. ^In other ages, 
nations have often fought for independence and liberty, for 
the altars and ihe graves of their fatters, and for the more 
sacred rights of conscience and freedom to worship God. 
But we are summoned to stand as sentinels around Jehb- 
• vah's throne, and to strike against tho*ni who have openly 
impeached his morality and denounced as» frrotligate his gov- 
ernment of the universe. Grand as the contest is when 
our firesides and altars are the stake, it rises into the 
sublime and awful when we strike for thi^ rights- of God 
and vindicate the honesty of his reign, Tiiis will fully ex*^ 
plain why the ministers of the Gospel throughout tiiisrhmd 
have borne a distinguished part in thi^ momentous strug- . 
gle. It is not simply under the impulse of a lofty ^patriot- 
ism, grand as that sentiment may be : but out of loyaHj" to 
God, against whose rightful supremacy a wicked intidelity 
has lifted its rebellious arm. The moral aspect of this con- 
troversy they, at least, understand: and much a,8 they desirp- 
their country to be free, with an infinitely dee^et fecM^vAsi 
they desire that God should reigu, N^\x8A» ^^q>^^^ iwNW^ "^^ 
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;ini'''.'hi ili'MiTiicy, 'lurrliad f>ucli iiausa to feel 
iiuii ill-.' l);nil(' i. iM»i ■• : irs, lial fJocrs / Let lis take sliel- 
lor biMKMfli till li.i'' - s-rili'* Hiioiip. Ooil will assert our 
liljrriirs in lih* . •> ; ' j oI lii> li'xliis. JIi^ that will not 
iiivi- his i'l.jiv i' .'n;|.!'», will i;i>i ah-lirjii'* his povverat tlie 
l)i(Miii.u uT a l.'v. !<•• • I u: iiur'^ni, nor yii-M his robuNt justice 
a pivy i»» Ji n:;r.'!.!.li ..rid sfnijio-'nlal ])hiiy.iithropy. We 
lay nur iiaii'-j Ml hi I''", an«! hi'lf hj.; arhitnilioii llirougli 

>'..■.■' ;• ^niiif (.»!' thi* •;.Mini)iH.s on wliich I base the con" 
viiii( I ?i.. ! if I is (1 •.lih'j. >vilh u«, iioi in judirment, but 
in (liMiidi!n^ .!{ i.-. a d.iv oi' • t>rf and bitter trial, in which 
yorn»\v couu-ys in »'\<'r\ Iumiji\ lUil ii. is also a heroic day 
in which lo !iv«». Th". sa<sirh»'s we lay nj ■ ; " • altar of 
o'lr coinitry an' s.Kj'it.ri". j;iid npon iho al ■ ir God. 

l*a.triutisni is Han^'iiiird i»y r<li.^ion :uid r .. .1 by its 

tiiilh. Wf .in It'aM.iM-.: 4|j (m; ,.j i.t-\'j;oo' .(firr^- '^ wi ll 
onr h(M'<.jir liivraih* ■•. li:. j- iJlh/rM l-= ■ shan tfol '. and 
honor nioi'' p'Tinii.. jIim.i ij.»irijiw\ * . . .;, pcupie Ui]d<> 
>ra]!d thai ihv. V. a*- i!*»:L(:'u!T'? '■-. a. 'jiic^stiuii of eii- 

diivauee and •'! ^^ ii. i'h'. '-l'-^ • • .rd, //y/^rr/'Z/x-v, ex- 

prcssi's cNic; •■ !• ■ I, '!./•*'■. i. ....•■•!. :!i}d<M- (iod, ull de- 

pends. 1*' '-..i' ii-jVf jto; iin» iirjv*^ to hear inmiensel}' niore 
than we ha\»' ^ll 'Mn*', ^^ ■ air J»ul worthy to be t're<?. 
Nation • like n^ n. ■:■. 4iinAr < oinpacl and enduring throujrii 
ii\ ■''>'. liji:'. ].• r.n. iia^e faith in ir ! aiidin the future; and 
\'ni\.i i;i!r li'-ii'i. ■.!-■ ':!!;'d ^piinu .'-oiib and daughters capable 

. . i:iM»riai d'.-tiD.i-.. X< ih Hi <r great, is ever wrouj^ht with- 
II. i;, laitli. Th'' ii!.'-» -i all aixc^i vvho have ,mad(i iiistory 
iiavc boen men r-i j,m :i -men who could hide a great prin- 
ciple dri'p i:i \.ii*..\] Ij: Hi..., and. work it out as a potential and 
sMlwijuui- i: Tj.! .'. a:i'! H.wait th«' \-erdiei of posterity. Be- 
lii^vinu in th.c .'i-an-i n 1 :he Hue, they o<»Mld put their heel 
upon liie present, '-<•■ = iifuni: up the curtain which hides the 
(ar-o'.r lUturc from ' her men, they drew up that future by 
a magnetic attractir''; to tliemselves, and liv^ed abreast of it. 
Let the pulse ol" a u- uerous and sanctified patriotism beat in 
on I' In-. -: ■ — doi--' ■ tir whole duty to our elves, our coud- 
1 : i .: ^-''I. ai:l Iruving the {nsuc ^viJi Him who sits 

jj, .!ic ..i.-.^ ii'. ihi-:»;>^ and rule'? the ^^ orld encircled with 

'il-' »\\ >.)»•" \y '< 'lit"- <-. 
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